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THE SPIRIT OF FATHER PETERS
In 1920, just six years after the founding of St. John the
Baptist Parish, our first pastor, Fr. John Peters, realized
that more needed to be done to help our young people
on the journey of discipleship. The new parish had
already built a church and school for elementary school
children. Fr. Peters committed to open a secondary school,
first for young boys to continue in a two-year business
school, and by 1930, a co-ed high school for young women and men.
This vision and commitment to form young people in faith has become a
lasting legacy for our parish and surrounding community. Alumni from
St. John the Baptist have contributed mightily to the building up of the body
of Christ: many priests such as Fathers Ron Chochol, Don Wester, Kris
Teater, and David Skillman, other religious men and women, teachers,
nurses, craftsmen, doctors, accountants, lawyers, artists, carpenters, and
business owners. All have made us proud!
This legacy, born of the vision of Fr. Peters and the deep faith of the
parishioners of St. John the Baptist, is alive and well today. We are yet
responding to the Baptist's cry, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world!” More than ever, our community and our world
need our faith and our courage to become the holy people God has called
us to be. The season of building and expanding has yielded to the season
of deepening and healing. The classrooms, which were filled with the
laughter and tears of students, are now filled with the dreams and courage
of disciples loving as Christ taught us.
And our parish prays for the spirit of Christ to reach the hearts of all God's
children, no matter their color, creed, or state in life. One way we do this is
through our devotion to the presence of Christ in the Eucharist. When the
celebration of public Mass was suspended in March, we began bringing the
Eucharist to every corner of the parish by processing with the Blessed
Sacrament up and down every street in the parish. We continue the
procession every Friday evening at 6:00 pm, praying the Rosary and
showing the presence of Christ in the Eucharist; we will do this until healing
and peace has indeed come to every corner of the parish. All of our striving
must be grounded first in God's love and in Christ's power to save us.
The Eucharist remains at the center of our lives.
Thank you for your ongoing connection to one another and your ongoing
commitment to the legacy of St. John the Baptist Schools; and for your
generous support of the mission of our beautiful parish.

Fr. Mitch

God bless you always!
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Read Fr. Mitch’s posts at
www.sjbstl.org
In this issue
Fr. David Skillman ‘00
and
Fr. Kris Teater
share their thoughts
on the COVID19
pandemic.

“The evils inflicted
on the world by the
pandemic have placed a
choice squarely before
each of us: will I lament
the damage that has
been done, or will I look
for the good that God
desires to bring forth
from this great evil?
My prayer is that we
will all pause to reflect
upon how our Lord is
inviting us in these
unprecedented times
to grow in faith, hope,
and charity.”
Fr. David Skillman
††

“As we all were
thrown into a new way
of seminary life, it was
not long before we all
perceived the good that
God would work in our
community.”
Fr. Kristian Teater

Trivia Night ~ March 7, 2020
Our annual Alumni Trivia Night proved to be another
fun-filled night with our friends from the past.
As always, it was such a memorable night.
This was our sixth year of holding this event and we
sold out AGAIN! Our profits were just under $12,000.
We owe this success directly to our alumni. We were
so fortunate to have so many alumni attend, representing
graduating years 1947 through 2008.

Thank you so much St. John’s alumni !

Young at Heart!!
Alumna Dorothy
Kopp Hermann ‘43 ‘47
enjoyed the Trivia Night with
her family.
Dorothy’s late husband Tom
was a 1942 grad of St. John’s
and all of their children
are St. John’s alumni:
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Jacqueline ‘63 ‘67,
Dianne Hermann D’Aquila ‘64, ‘68,
Tom, ‘65, ‘69,
Jeannie Herman Mueller ‘67, ‘71.
Bob ‘70, ‘74
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One Hundred Years Ago
In case you’ve wondered why there’s a patch
of terrazzo floor at the foot of the Birdhouse
Garden, let me explain its remarkable past.
You would have to go back 100 years, to the
“Roaring Twenties,” when St. John’s was a
young parish, founded in 1914. St. John’s
was growing by leaps and bounds; built by
the sweat equity of Fr. John Peters and the
men of the parish, and supported by the
beautiful quilts made by The Sewing Room.
By 1920 there existed The Parish Hall (which
had a second story added in 1917), and the
combination Grade School, Convent and
Church---which is our present Parish
Center/Billiken Teacher Corps residence.

Meanwhile, plans were being made for using
the basement: it would become a Bowling
Alley! The Bowling Alley consisted of six
lanes, installed by Brunswick. The operation
of the Bowling Alley was run by The Men’s
Club and the Young Men’s Club.

This Bowling Alley was originally financed
by the parish thespian group, The Delor
Dramatics Club, which prolifically produced
“some mighty fine plays” in the Parish Hall.
Most of the Dramatics group consisted of
ladies, who were really “coming into their
own” and bowling was “right up their alley.”
Bowling was a very popular sport that
women participated in, and St. John’s won
trophies year after year.

Fr. Peters believed a good catholic education
needed a High School too. And so began
the Tuesday Night Brickmaking, where
the young men of the parish would help
Fr. Peters mold and bake the bricks that were
to become St. John the Baptist High School
(later the Primary Building). The bricks were
baked in the furnace located in the Convent
Basement. The High School proudly
graduated its first class in 1922.

Bit by bit, the money was “rolling in” from
the Bowling Alley to help finance the big,
new (and present) Church.
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The Bowling Alley was booked nearly all the time,
with Men’s and Women’s Leagues. But Fr. Peters
maintained, “Sundays were to remain open for
anyone to enjoy.”
Quickly flew The Alley’s `heyday years’ of 1923 to
1960. The new High School buildings went up and
our Primary grades moved in. By 1960, folks were
bowling at the newer places like Western Bowl and
Redbird Lanes: and the floor was in bad shape.
So, The Bowling Alley became the Scouting Center.
St. John’s was home to the largest number of Boy
and Girl Scouting troops in the whole city.
By the early ‘60s, the High School was across the
parking lot, with its Gym and Cafeteria, the new
Rectory had been built, the Convent expanded, and
Sodality Hall (used for the Middle Grades Building)
was slated to be torn down. Planned for the Parish’s
50th Anniversary, a New School was being built (the
present Newport/PSR Building).
By the 70’s, the need existed for a new Parish Center
and the old Bowling Alley was sectioned into three
meeting areas, christened “The Fr. Peters’ Center”.
In 2009, all grade school classes moved into the former
high school buildings, and in 2012, the Primary
building/Fr. Peters’ Center was razed.
So now, in 2020, there exists a peaceful garden where
birds occupy little homes and the terrazzo floor
entrance still is visible; reminding us of what life
was like there . . . . one hundred years ago.
by Mary Jane Wigand Matejka
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Lessons Learned from a Pandemic

Fr. David Skillman

There is no question that the
Coronavirus pandemic has
been the source of many evils
– physical suffering and death,
psychological and emotional
struggles, and financial hardship,
to name but a few. Yet the truth
spoken so clearly by St. Augustine 1600 years
ago remains true: “Almighty God…, because
He is supremely good, would never allow any
evil whatsoever to exist in His works if He were
not so all-powerful and good as to cause good
to emerge from evil itself” (CCC 311).

The gift of the Holy Eucharist: On more than
one occasion during quarantine, people spoke
to me with tears in their eyes of their longing
for Holy Communion and their resolve never
again to take it for granted. As the old proverb
says, “Absence makes the heart grow fonder.”
Our Lord has awakened in His Church a new
hunger for the Holy Eucharist. This is good
news, because as St. Augustine once reflected,
“The deeper our faith, the stronger our hope,
the greater our desire, the larger will be our
capacity to receive the gift, which is very great”
(Letter 130).

As our parish family struggled through the
difficult days of quarantine, it became plainly
clear to me – and I hope to many of our
parishioners – how God was fulfilling these
words of Saint Augustine. Difficult as it
was for me to celebrate Mass without a
congregation, and for the congregation to
have to participate through a screen, I believe
our Lord used the occasion to remind us of
numerous truths:

The call to humility: News of a novel virus
against which we had no defense quickly
brought the world to its knees. We were forced
to acknowledge that we are at the mercy of
forces much greater than ourselves. But this
also invited us to acknowledge that above all
we are held in the merciful hands of Almighty
God. We call this humility. Pride, when it
comes face-to-face with great evil, gives rise to
fear. Humility, on the other hand, gives rise to
prayer and to trustful surrender.

The intrinsic value of the Mass: The Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass does not draw its value
from the people who gather for its celebration
in the pews. Instead, the opposite is true:
people gather in the pews because of the
intrinsic value of the Mass. Whether it is a
priest alone at a side altar or thousands of
people gathered in a stadium with the Pope, the
same thing happens at every Mass. The perfect
saving sacrifice of Christ is made present on the
altar, and the fruits of His sacrifice are applied
to the intentions for which the Mass is offered.
Was it a source of sadness that the people of
God were unable to gather in person for the
celebration of the Mass? Certainly. But the fact
that priests around the world continued to offer
the Mass without a congregation reminded us
that the Mass is always efficacious, that it
always is a source of living water for our thirsty
world.

The renewal of family: The Catholic Church
refers to the Christian family as the “Domestic
Church,” because the family is designed by
God to be a place of privileged encounter with
Him. The family is meant to live the life of the
Church in an intimate and intense way. In our
constantly-connected, always-on-the-run
culture, in the midst of so many distractions
and so much busy-ness, how easily we lose
sight of this. What a gift it has been, then, for
families to have time together at home – time
for family meals, family games, and family
prayer. The peace and joy that are the fruit of
living as the Domestic Church are great gifts
that we are being invited to discover and
cherish anew.
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Father David Skillman ‘00 was ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese of St. Louis in 2009. He currently serves as
pastor of St. Gerard Majella Parish in Kirkwood, MO.

“Beware the Ides of March”
As the news intensified about
Covid-19 in March 2020, the
seminary’s administration
began looking at various options
as how to handle different
scenarios: Stay open and quarantine
the men here? Send them all home and
livestream the rest of the semester’s classes and
presentations? What about the workers or
professors who commute from home; especially
those with families? While various ideas were
put forth, the Archbishop had made the
decision to send everyone home. In a
surprisingly orderly and focused manner, we
all shifted into gear: professors would work on
how to finish the semester with their classes;
meetings with spiritual directors and formation
advisors would happen through phone or the
internet; Masses celebrated at the seminary
would be limited to the residential priests and
Carmelite sisters. A few other staff members
were deemed “essential”.

Fr. Kris Teater

far north as North Dakota, south as Texas, east
as Tennessee, and as far west as Nebraska. We
set up a daily schedule, leaving time for work
and exercise as well as dedicating time to
prayer, Mass and fraternity. Our sisters were
generous in preparing our meals, but from time
to time, their exotic dishes styled from their
homeland in India took our Midwestern
constitution for a ride.
Some of our men were blessed to be able to live
in rectories or retreat houses, where they could
maintain a seminary-like environment, and
others found arrangements with their families.
Every case had its own challenges, but the
desire to remain engaged in formation was
resolute in each member of our community.
One universal challenge, regardless of the
living situation, was missing that easy
fraternity that the seminary environment offers,
let alone the mutual accountability that is there
to remain disciplined in our dedication to
prayer and all that pertains to the integral
mission of seminary formation. While those in
rectories and retreat houses seemingly had an
easier transition, those at home had to bring
their families around to understand the
expectations placed upon them. All desired to
be faithful to their seminary formation and the
need for time set aside for prayer and study.

By the Solemnity of St. Joseph on March 19th,
a day that we normally commemorate the
re-dedication of our chapel with one another,
which also marked the time when the semester
would shift attention to the completion of the
year and the graduation and ordination of our
seminarians…the residential priests and sisters
found themselves in a huge, quiet building…..
a quiet that usually does not happen until the
doldrums of July. While we committed
ourselves to work over the telephone and other
means of media, there was the quiet . . . a call
some of us could hear to appreciate what we
were missing, but also take advantage of the
time to be with the Lord in prayer.

Many of them found themselves blessed to be
able to attend daily Mass, with all the
precautions of course, but they knew that they
were able to participate in something that a
large number of faithful could not. They grew
in their appreciation for the gift of the Mass,
let alone a desire to not take it for granted. The
men were encouraged to bring the intentions
of their parishioners with them to the Mass,
thereby engaging in an act that is already
priestly. While there were other challenges,
this opportunity…this privilege to be present at
Mass was something they would not forget
from this time.
continued on page 10

The remaining priests decided to coin our small
community-in-quarantine the “Oratory of St.
Joseph,” after the name of the quiet, holy man
to whom our chapel is dedicated…as well as
the commemorating how we celebrated his
Solemnity with our seminary family spread as
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Beware the Ides of March

Fr. William Wigand
1952 - 2019

continued from page 9 . . .

When Holy Week and Easter rolled around, the
residential priests were well organized by our
Director of Liturgy, and to tell you the truth, it
was one of the most prayerful celebrations of
Holy Week and Easter that I have experienced
in my 20 years of priesthood. Needless to say,
we were missing our full community, but being
united to the Lord during the holiest time of the
liturgical year, we knew that we were also
united with all of our men, faculty and staff.
While we were only a few, the Presence of the
Lord united us with those whom He had put in
our lives to share in this mission of seminary
life.

Alumnus Father William
Wigand, ’67 GS, retired
parish pastor, died on
December 18, 2019.
He is survived by his
siblings Mary Jane Wigand Matejka ’69
and Michael ’68 ’72.

During this time of separation, the desire for
community has grown…not only here at the
seminary, but also in greater society. Cell
phones and internet meetings have their
limitations. After all, it is not the actual voice or
face of the other that we perceive, but only an
electronic reproduction of their voice or face.
Such instruments may pacify us for a time, but
they do not fulfill the human desire for
communion. The first evangelization did not
come from God calling long-distance or Facetiming us on some device…it came through
God uniting Himself completely to us through
the gift of His Son. Fear and anxiety did not
plague His response to do the Will of the Father.
While we have to be prudent, we also have to
be human.

His first assignment as an associate pastor was
St. Margaret of Scotland. Fr. Bill served at
parishes in St. Louis, Florissant, DeSoto, Jennings,
and Farmington in Missouri. In 2003, he was
named parochial administrator of Our Lady Help
of Christians in Weingarten, Missouri and later
named pastor in 2008. Fr. Bill loved to preach and
hear confessions, bringing the Good News and
healing to his “peeps.”

It is our hope that next academic year will go
smoothly, but the administration has put good
plans together to remain faithful to our mission.
May the Lord preserve us!

Fr. Bill was a ‘renaissance man’ who loved
literature, wrote poetry and regularly performed
with the Father William Scheid Players. He was
granted medical leave in 2014 and lived at Regina
Cleri residence for retired priests.

After attending St. Louis Prep Seminary South,
Cardinal Glennon College and Kenrick Seminary,
he was ordained by Archbishop John L. May
in 1983 at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis.
Father also earned a master’s degree in social
work from St. Louis University.

Along with his priestly duties, Father was on
faculty at St. Thomas Aquinas-Mercy High School
(1994- 2001), served on the editorial board for the
St. Louis Review and on the Board of Catholic
Education. He was also involved with the Vision
of Peace Hermitages in Pevely, Missouri, whose
current director is SJH alumna Angela Smith ‘97.

Fr. Kristian Teater is currently Director of Spiritual
Formation and Assistant Professor of Spiritual Theology
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.
After completing his graduate studies at the North American
Pontifical College in Rome, Fr. Teater was ordained in
July 2000 at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis and
celebrated his first Mass at St. John the Baptist.
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Sr. Sharon King, CPPS
1940 - 2020
Sr. Sharon , former SJB
elementary teacher, died
on May 7, 2020.
Sr. Sharon earned a bachelor’s
degree in Social Science from Maryville
College, an associate’s degree in Music from
St. Louis Community College at Florissant
Valley, and a master’s degree in Spirituality
at Holy Names College in Oakland, CA.
Sr. Sharon had an ardent love for teaching and
was an elementary teacher for twenty-two
years in Missouri and Minnesota. She had a
pitch-perfect singing voice, and music always
brought her characteristically beautiful smile
to her face. She loved leading her students
in participation at the St. Louis Archdiocesan
Elementary School Song Festival, and for
several years, she served as an evaluator for
this program. In addition, she ministered as a
residential counselor at Girls’ Hope in St. Louis,
and also ministered to the poor at St. Agatha
Center and St. Anthony Food Pantry. In 2010
Sr. Sharon retired from full-time ministry and
volunteered in various capacities.

Sr. Mary William
Pezold, CPPS
1928 - 2020
Former SJH art teacher,
Sr. Mary William died
on March 16, 2020 at the
age of 92.
Sister earned a bachelor’s degree from
Fontbonne College and a master’s degree from
Notre Dame University. She became an
accomplished artist in a variety of media.
She shared her love of art, teaching at all levels
of education - elementary, high school, and
college. She also served in the Ecclesiastical Art
Department at the motherhouse in O’Fallon.
After retiring from full-time teaching, Sr. Mary
William offered individualized art instruction.
In 1982, she wrote a reflection on sharing the
gift of art with her students. “I have found the
art classroom a very special field where the
seeds of beauty can be sown and nurtured in
the hearts and souls of students.”

Please send any personal
updates or class reunion
information to Peggy Luedde
peggyluedde@sbcglobal.net

In Memorium
Sandra Bell Baird ’62 ’66 ~ March 2020
Robert Bathe ’69 ’73 ~ 2017
Donald Berra ’52 ’56 ~ September 2019
Marcella Ahrens Byrant ’44 ’46 ~ June 2020
Francis Corona ’57 ’61 ~ November 2019
Marilyn Schmitz Dohrman ’58 ’62 ~ July 2019
Gloria Munier Falbe ’63 ~ April 2020
Michael Fitzgerald ’64 ~ September 2019
Melissa Forchee Haynes ’98 ~ June 2020
Fred Holstein ’55 ’59 ~ August 2019
Marcella Voss Kelemen ’47 ’51 ~ May 2019
MaryAnn Sommers Kirchner ’60 ~ August 2019
Marion Voss Konersmann ’52 ’56 ~
October 2018
Jo Suda Krummrich ’60 ’64 ~ June 2020
Carl Macke ’62 ’66 ~ October 2019
Nancy Kloeckner McBride ’64 ~ May 2019

JoAnn Ahrens McTigue ’54 ~ June 2016
Robert Mick ‘65 ’69 ~ January 2020
Betty Tighe Moriarty ’66 ~ August 2019
Kenneth Nieters ’63 ’67 ~ December 2019
Shirley Striebel Pattison ’61 ’65 ~ October 2019
Charles Peniston ’55 ’59 ~ July 2019
Robert Rauch ’41 ’45 ~ March 2019
Robert Sanning ’56 ’60 ~ January 2018
Judy Dunphy Sapienza ’51 ’55 ~ February 2019
Robert Schrader ’82 ~ January 2020
George Schroeter ’60 ~ April 2016
James Slavik ’61 ~ September 2019
Richard Sollman ’42 ~ December 2018
Robert Sollmann ’45 ~ January 2019
Thomas Speck ’65 ’69 ~ September 2019
John Stirnemann ’57 ’61 ~ October 2019
June Marie Joyce Tomlin ’43 ~ February 2019
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Dana Engelhardt

REUNIONS

Mr. Dana Engelhardt, father
of alumni Anthony ‘06 GS
and Jackie ‘10 GS,
will be ordained to the Permanent
Diaconate on August 29, 2020
at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis.

Class of 1995 - 25 year
planning for Fall 2020
Contact: Angie Gaulden Sawall
angie@twosassydesigns.com
Class of 1975 - 45 year
planning in year 2021
Contact: George Weston
gcknight@aol.com

Alumni Mass

November 7, 2020
Saturday - 4 p.m. Mass

Class of 1970 - 50 year
planning for Fall 2020
Contact: Rose Dieters Luedde
rluedde@hotmail.com

Join our SJB parish for Mass and stay to enjoy
delicious BBQ dinners in our cafeteria,
sponsored by the SJB Men’s Club

Thanks to our Contributors:
Kathy Anger, Peggy McKenna Brinkmann, Sr. Susan
Borgel CPPS, Steve Clayton, Fr. Mitch Doyen, Mary
Ellen Kunkel Everding, Nancy Haselhorst, Cindy
Kveton, Peggy Luedde, Mary Jane Wigand Matejka,
Sue Kuehnle Moran, Angela Moret (BTC), Fr. David
Skillman, Fr. Kristian Teater.
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Class of 1960 - 60 year
September 26, 2020
Contact: Rich Fellhauer
rfellhauer@hotmail.com
Due to COVID19 - Event dates may change
and health protocols may be in place. Any
changes will be posted on our parish website
and Facebook pages.

